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The Church property was now confiscated; the
clergy received pay from the State; a military
organisation was given to it; the priests took army
rank and received decorations ; and the Holy Synod
was instituted to discharge functions of the Patriarch
under the directions of a general officer. Its duties
were now restricted to the inculcation of abject
obedience. The Czar, not in his quality of Patriarch,
but of Prince, was declared the Vicegerent of God
upon earth; his name was printed in the same
form as that of God the Father and of Christ, and
his subjects were taught that virtue and religion
consisted in the sacrifice of their substance and their
lives to the fulfilment of his decrees. The oath
administered to the army was not, as with the rest
of the world, to obey lawful orders and to defend the
frontiers, but to obey every order and to extend the
frontiers. This superstition was not, as in "Similar
cases (if there be a similar case) of human corrup-
tion, engendered by oppression, but based on im-
posture ; it was proposed and accepted as a means of
advancing the pretensions put forward by Ivan the
Third to the succession of Rome in the West, and of
the Tartars in the East. The Russian Church is not
Erastian, in the sense of sanctioning acts of govern-
ment ; it invests the governing power with, the
ecclesiastical attributes, transferring to the chief of